
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a  
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers. Those  
parts of the Service of Worship in which the congregation participates in word  
or song are noted in bold type.                                 Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE    Beneath the Cross of Jesus Elmore  

* HYMN 454  Blessed Jesus, at Your Word  Liebster Jesu 

* CALL TO WORSHIP  

Leader:  We are blind to many things. 

People:  Lord, cure our blindness. 

Leader:  The light of God shines for us today. 

People:  Lord, pour that light on us. 

Leader:  Come, worship God who forgives and heals your blindness. 

People:  Open our eyes, O Lord, that we might see opportunities to 
 serve you. 

INTROIT                 Thomas Ravenscroft 
Remember God’s goodness, O thou man, O thou man, 
Remember God’s goodness and his promise made! 
Remember God’s goodness, How he sent his Son, doubtless 
Our sins for to redress, Be not afraid. 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MINUTE FOR MISSION SPRING CLOTHING DRIVE 
     David Johnson 
TIME WITH CHILDREN  

+ Children and Youth leave for Church School. + 

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Holy God, we confess that we often close our eyes to the pain and 
suffering of so many.  When selfishness blinds us to the needs of 
others, forgive us.  When our pride blinds us to our own faults, 
forgive us.  Help us to walk in your light so that goodness, 
righteousness, and truth are made visible.  May we reflect your  
love and your mercy in and through all we say and do.  In the  
name of Jesus we pray. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

THE KYRIE   Weaver  

Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy. 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened           
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 



 

 

* HYMN 171   The King of Love My Shepherd Is  St. Columba 

   
THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Ephesians 5:8-14 

ANTHEM        Psalm 23         Bobby McFerrin 

SECOND LESSON          1 Samuel 16:1-13 

SERMON                                “Illusions”       Rev. Richard S. Hong 

THE OFFERING  

OFFERTORY    The Blind Man      arr. Clary 

 The blind man stood on the road and cried; 
Crying,  “Oh my Lord, save me.” 
Crying that he might receive his sight. 
Crying, “What kind of shoes are those you wear?” 
Crying, “These shoes I wear are the Gospel shoes.” 

* THE DOXOLOGY                                                         Old Hundredth 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as  
 we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but  
 deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power  
 and the glory, forever. Amen.  

THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 85  What Wondrous Love Is This  Wondrous Love 



  

 

* BENEDICTION     

CHORAL AMEN  

POSTLUDE  Ah, Dearest Jesus Brahms  

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

*     *     *     *     * 

NOTES ON TODAY’S MUSIC 
American composer Robert Elmore (1913-1985) held church positions in Philadelphia 
and Bethelehem, PA and served on the faculty of the University of Pennsylvania. 
Thomas Ravenscroft (1592-1635) was an English musician, composer and editor. 
Although he wrote church music and compiled books of folks songs, today is is best 
remembered for composing “Three Blind Mice.”  American Jazz legend Bobby McFerrin 
(b. 1950) is the son of an accomplished operatic baritone and grew up singing in an 
Anglican boy choir.  In his own words, “The 23rd Psalm is dedicated to my mother.  
She was the driving force in my religious and spiritual education, and I have so many 
memories of her singing in church. But I wrote it because I’d been reading the Bible one 
morning, and I was thinking about God’s unconditional love, about how we crave it but 
have so much trouble believing we can trust it, and how we can’t fully understand it. And 
then I left my reading and spent time with my wife and our children. Watching her with 
them, the way she loved them, I realized one of the ways we’re shown a glimpse of how 
God loves us is through our mothers. They cherish our spirits, they demand that we become 
our best selves, and they take care of us.” Salone Clary (b. 1946)  is the music director 
at Wesley AME Zion Church in Washington, DC and a public school educator. The  
last composition of any composer carries a certain level of mystique, and that is true  
of the chorale preludes of Johannes Brahms (1833-1897), his only published organ 
compositions.  They were written in the summer of 1896 after Clara Schumann’s death 
(some may have been conceived earlier), and it is highly probable that Brahms was already 
aware of his own final illness at that point. The genre of the chorale prelude, forever 
associated with Johann Sebastian Bach, was for Brahms a means of paying homage to  
his musical heritage.  He followed the conventions of the form, the most important of 
which was to paraphrase and elaborate upon the lines of pre-existing Lutheran chorale 
melodies.  Brahms’s use of counterpoint and harmony show a mixture of baroque 
techniques with romantic sensibility.   

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Ephesians 5:8-14 (NRSV) 
 For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. 
Live as children of light— 9for the fruit of the light is found in all that is 



 

 

good and right and true. 10Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 
11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose 
them. 12For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; 
13but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for everything 
that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from 
the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 
 
1 Samuel 16:1-13 (NRSV) 
 The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul?  
I have rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil 
and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided 
for myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul 
hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with  
you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3Invite Jesse to the 
sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for 
me the one whom I name to you.” 4Samuel did what the LORD 
commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to 
meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5He said, 
“Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and 
come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and 
invited them to the sacrifice. 
 6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the 
Lord’s anointed is now before the LORD.” 7But the LORD said to Samuel, 
“Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I 
have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on 
the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse 
called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither 
has the LORD chosen this one.” 9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. 
And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 10Jesse made seven 
of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has 
not chosen any of these.” 11Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” 
And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the 
sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not 
sit down until he comes here.” 12He sent and brought him in. Now he 
was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, 
“Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn 
of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of 
the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then 
set out and went to Ramah. 

*     *     *     *     * 



  

 

 

The Elders: Richard Bennett, Peter Bigler, David Bishop, Diane Christian, Eunice Dartey, Bruce Forshee,  
Akira Fujitsuka, Paul Kang, Kyung Lee, Carolyn Milne, Paul Platek, Jill Strawbridge Bello, Robert Ryder,  
Phil Tamis, Candida Urena.  
Clerk of Session: Sandy Bishop  
Moderator: Reverend Richard Hong.  
The Session consists of the Moderator, the Elders, and the Clerk of Session. 
The Deacons: Alan Aluska, Hung-En Sung, Sheila Chen, , John Fraser, Linda Heitner,  
J.B. Holderness, Nicole Kim, Sara Lee, Kate Matsuda, Lizzy Palo, Beverly Rhinehart, Jean Rohloff,  
Michael Smolen, Jeff Spady, Lois Strauss. 
Co-Moderators: Rosetta Forshee & Caridad Schweizer  Staff: Reverend Richard Hong &  
Dorothy VanderWerf 

 

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP 

Today’s Ushers are: Beneranda Baez, Captain 
    Nelson Baez        Shirley Murdock   Beverly Rhinehart        Candy Urena 
 
Our Lay Assistant today is Carolyn Porte-Lieberman.  A member of FPC since 
1979, Carolyn is an elder of the church and has served in numerous capacities. 
Carolyn is a clinical social worker, and has a private practice in Teaneck, NJ 
where she provides psychotherapy for individuals and couples. Other interests 
include environmental preservation, hiking in the woods, and writing poetry 
and short stories.  Carolyn and her husband, Ken live in Tenafly.  They have 
two grown children, Debbie and Brian and a 10 year old granddaughter, Liat 
Zoe Lieberman.  
 
The candle on the table celebrates the birth of Ella Jane Strasser on  
February 28, 2017 to Nick Strasser and Rosanne Facchini. 



 

 



  

 



 

 



  

 

 



 

 

COMING UP THIS WEEK 
 

This week's COFFEE & CONVERSATION is coordinated by Sara Lee. Thank  
you Sara for your ministry of food and friendship!   
 
At the INFORMATION CENTERS in the Chapel and Elmore Hall, you  
will find Offering Envelopes, Flower Donation forms, FIVE WISHES in 3 
languages,  programs offered by SESCIL (Southeast Senior Center), and copies  
of THESE DAYS, a daily devotional for April - June. 
  
PART 2 OF GENERATION CHANGE is TODAY at 11 am in the East Room 
This financial series for Middle Schoolers/High Schoolers, facilitated by Paul Platek,  
lays the foundation for proper practices in thinking about and using money. Part 3  
is on April 2nd at 11 am. 
 
Meet a Deacon at DEACONS CORNER at Coffee & Conversation and learn  
more about our caring ministry. 
  
Take a little time to visit the LENTEN PRAYER CENTERS in the East Room 
during C & C and discover a new way to pray such as Praying the Scriptures,  
Praying the Newspaper, Praying with Art, with Crosses, with the Lord's Prayer. 
 
MOBILIZE FOR MISSION: FPC SPRING CLOTHING DRIVE  
FINAL WEEK: Help support the Spring Clothing Drive for our Partner Church Jan 
Hus Presbyterian Church in NYC. We are seeking adult and children's clothes to 
stock the closet for those who have none. Bring your bags of clothes and just look  
for the Clothing Drive Drop Off Center just outside Elmore Hall through April 2.  
 
MOBILIZE FOR MISSION: Bring in 5 canned good next Sunday, April 2.  
Help FPC stock the Center for Food Action shelves and bring "Food to First 
Presbyterian Church on the First of every month!"   

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

 
MISSION Committee meets Sunday, April 2nd, at 12:15 pm in Meeting Room.  

 
UPCOMING  

 
FPC SPRING LIFELONG LEARNING CLASS: LEARN THE JAPANESE 
LANGUAGE: FPC friends and members are invited to attend this 6-week class to 
learn the Japanese language with two instructors. This class has no fee and to register 
please contact FPC church member Paula Hyun at paula.hyun@gmail.com or the FPC 
office at office@englewoodpres.org. This class meets Mondays, April 3, 10, 17, 24, 
May 1 and 8, from 5 – 6:30 pm in the East Room.  
 



  

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
150 EAST PALISADE AVENUE, ENGLEWOOD, NJ 07631 

(201) 568-7373   www.englewoodpres.org 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 
ALL MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH - MINISTERS 
THE REVEREND RICHARD S. HONG - PASTOR 

THE REVEREND KELLIE ANDERSON-PICALLO - DIRECTOR OF MISSION STRATEGY 
DR. DAVID MACFARLANE - ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER 
DOROTHY VANDERWERF - DIRECTOR OF CARE MINISTRIES 
FELICIA ARRIGOITIA - FAMILY MINISTRIES COORDINATOR  

DANIELLE DE LAURENTIS - OFFICE MANAGER 
BETH MORRISON - OFFICE ASSOCIATE 

ANALIA BROWN - BOOKKEEPER 
GARIN KASSIS - CUSTODIAN  

 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

EASTER LESSON & EGG HUNT: Mark your calendars for April 8th at 11 am. 
Children will gather to learn the Easter story, create Easter themed crafts, share a 
pizza lunch and of course, hunt for eggs!!  
 
East Bergen CROP HUNGER WALK is on Sunday, May 7. Registration is at  
1:30 pm and WALK begins at 2 p.m. from First United Methodist Church at the 
corner of Demarest Ave. and Tenafly Rd. in Englewood.  Sponsor WALK forms are 
now available. Walk 1 mile or 2 miles or 4 miles.  YOU CAN make a difference one 
step at a time!  25% of funds raised benefits Center for Food Action (CFA). 

Get the New FPC App 
 

Watch the 90 Second Sermons, listen to past messages, check the church 
calendar, find out about Connect Groups – even give online!  Parents 
receive notifications with suggestions for faith-based family discussions.  
For Android or iPhone – just search “Englewood Presbyterian” in your 
app store. 


